BENFIELDSIDE  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THK 

/AEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


FOR  THE 

Year  ending  31st  Deceaber,  1925. 


Jo  the  Chairman  and  JYtembers  of  the  Council. 

GENTLEMEN, 


I have  the  honour  to  .submit  for  your  consideration  my  Annual  Report  on  the 
^5aulta^y  Circumstances,  the  Sanitary  Administration,  and  the  Vital  Statistics  of  your  Area  for  the  year 
ending  December  31st,  1925. 

NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 


Area  in  Acres, 

1,525 

Population,  Census  11^21, 

8,921 

Population,  estimated  1925,  .. 

9,380 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses,  1921, 

1,735 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses,  1925, ... 

1,906 

Number  of  Families  or  Separate  Occupiers,  1921, 

1,790 

Rateable  Value, 

...  £27,980 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate.  ... 

...  £97  19s. 

Population  estimated  by  Registrar  Genei>al 

9,097 

n 

i 


.sT* 


Your  District,  which  includes  the  town  of  Blackhill  and  the  village  of  Shotley  Bridge,  slopes  to  the 
west  to  the  river  Derwent.  The  village  of  Shotley  is  situated  on  the  east  bank  of  the  river,  and  the  river 
at  this  point  forms  the  boundary  between  Durham  and  Northumberland. 

The  sub-soil  of  the  higher  part  of  the  District  consists  of  the  clayey  soil  over  sand  stone,  and  in  the 
lower  part  is  sandy  gravel  over  sand  stone.  The  majority  of  the  adult  male  population  are  engaged  in  the 
Iron  and  Steel  Wmrks  of  the  Consett  Iron  Company,  and  a small  proportion  in  Coal  Mining.  The  Flour 
Mill  and  Gas  "Works  situated  at  Shotley  Bridge  provides  employment  for  a few  workers.  Unfortunately 
there  has  been  great  industrial  depression  and  labour  difficulties  during  the  whole  of  192.5,  and  in  consequence 
the  amount  of  both  ordinary  and  unemployment  relief  has  increased  enormously  as  the  following  figures  show 


Poor  Law  Relief  paid  in  Beniieldside  in  1925 : — 


^r.  Ending. 

Ordinary  Relief. 

Unemployment  Relief. 

£ s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

March  3 1 

393  6 

1 

24 

18 

6 

June  30 

456  0 

3 

57 

3 

4 

Sept.  30 

590  7 

1 

3,208 

2 

8 

Dec.  31 

631  15 

8 

5,269 

10 

3 

2,071  9 

1 

8,559 

14 

9 

Total, 

£10,631  3s.  lOd. 

The  total  amount  paid  in  1924  was  £1,596. 

The  total  amount  paid  in  1923  was  £2,080. 

Hospital  treatment  is  given  free  at  many  institutions  in  the  neighbourhood  and  also  in  Newcastle-on- 
Tyne,  and  this  is  made  use  of  when  necessary. 

For  the  past  live  years  there  has  been  nothing  specially  noteworthy  as  a cause  of  sickness  among  the 
inhabitants,  except  the  several  Influenza  epedemics. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Total. 

Males. 

Females. 

1"  Legitimate, 

193 

99 

94 

1 Illegitimate, 

15  7 

8 

Birth-rate  for  the  year  1925, 

22-1  per  1,000. 

Birth-rate  for  all  England  and  Wales  1925,  ...  18'3  per  1,000. 

The  following  Table  shows  the  number  of  Births,  and  the  Birth-rates  per  1,000  inhabitants  for 
pre\'ious  five  years  in  Benfieldside  Area. 


1920 

1921 

1922 

1923 

1924 


No  of  Births. 
255 
237 
233 
209 
200 


Birth-rate  per  1,000, 

31  8 
26T 
25-4 
22-6 
21-4 


It  will  be  noted  from  above  Table,  the  Birth-rate  has  decreased  in  the  five  years  from  3 18  to  2 1 '4. 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2017  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https  ://archive.org/details/b2891 71 82 


3 


Deaths, 

Death-rate  for  the  year  1925, 

Death-rate  for  all  England  and  Wales  1925, 


Total.  Males.  Females. 

118  60  58 

...  12-5  per  1,000. 

12'2  per  1,000. 


The  following 
five  years. 


Table  shows  the  number  of  Deaths  and  the  Death-rate  in  Beufieldside  for  the  previous 


1920 

1921 

1922 

1923 

1924 


No.  of  Deaths. 

108 

117 

124 

111 

98 


Death-rate  per  1,000. 

13-4 
12-8 
13-5 
12 
10  5 


INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  1,  during  1925, 

Infantile  Death-rate  per  1,000  Births,  1925, 

Infantile  Death-rate  for  all  England  and  Wales,  1925, 


Males.  Females. 
26  11  15 

125 
75 


For  the  five  years  previous  to  the  one  under  review,  the  Infantile  Death-rates  for  Beufieldside  are 
shown  in  the  following  Table. 


No.  of  Infantile  Deaths. 

Death-rate  per  1,000  Births. 

1920 

23 

90 

1921 

22 

92 

1922 

36 

154 

1923 

13 

62 

1924 

17 

85 

In  1922  the  high  Infantile  Death-rate  was  due  to  a severe  Epidemic  of  Influenza,  which  accounted 
for  the  deaths  of  10  children  under  1 year.  In  1925,  the  year  under  review,  the  Infantile  Mortality-rate 
has  gone  up  to  125  per  1,000  Births.  Of  the  total  26  Deaths  of  Infants,  7 were  due  to  premature  birth,  9 
to  Bronchitis  or  Pneumonia,  and  3 to  Diarrhoea.  Many  children  die  from  Premature  Birth  and  this  is  often 
due  to  disease  in  the  mother. 

The  more  frequent  supervision  of  Health  Visitors,  and  regular  attendance  at  Welfare  Centres  would 
tend  to  a great  reduction  in  the  number  of  deaths  of  Infants. 

An  Anti-Natal  Clinic  is  now  held  weekly  at  the  Richard  Murray  Hospital,  where  the  expectant 
mother  is  examined  and  treated  for  any  disease  that  is  likely  to  aftect  her  unborn  child.  This  results  in  a 
decided  gain  to  the  welfare  of  the  children,  and  later  on,  the  general  health  of  the  community  will  benefit. 

The  estimated  population  of  your  Area  at  middle  of  1925,  was  9380.  The  Registrar  General’s 
estimation  is  9,097. 

If  the  latter  figure  is  taken,  it  will  alter  the  Vital  Statistics  to  that  previously  given,  and  would 
make  the  Birth-rate,  22  8 per  1,000.  Death-rate,  12-9  per  1,000. 
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Deaths  from  Measles,  1925  (all  ages),  ...  ...  5 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough,  1925  (all  ages),  ...  0 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years),  ...  ...  4 

Deaths  from  Diphtheria,  1925,  ...  ...  ...  3 

Deaths  from  Scarlet  Fever,  1925,  ...  ...  0 


The  following  Table  gives  the  causes  of  Death  of  residents  of  all  ages  in  Benfieldside  for  1925  : — 


Causes  of  Death. 

Males. 

Females. 

Measles 

2 

3 

Diphtheria 

3 

0 

Influenza 

1 

1 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

0 

1 

Meningitis 

1 

0 

Tuberculosis  (Pulmonary) 

1 

6 - 

Other  Tubercular  Diseases 

1 

2 

Cancer  (Malignant  Disease) 

4 

6 

Rheumatic  Fever 

1 

0 

Cerebral  Htemorrhage 

5 

5 

Heart  Disease 

7 

4 

Arterio-Sclerosis 

0 

1 

Bronchitis 

4 

1 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

9 

6 

1 Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

2 

2 

1 Diarrhoea,  etc.  (under  2 years)  ... 

1 

3 

1 .Appendicitis 

2 

0 

Puerperal  Fever 

0 

1 

Diseases  of  Pregnancy  and  Parturition 

0 

1 

Congenital  Debility  and  Premature 

Birth 

o 

4 

Suicide  ... 

1 

0 

Other  Deaths  from  Violence 

3 

0 

' Other  Defined  Diseases 

10 

11 

Total 

60 

58 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OE  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA. 

Hospitals  provided  or  subsidized  by  the  Local  Authority  or  by  the  County  Council 

1.  TUBE RCU COSTS. — There  is  no  Sanatorium  situated  in  your  Area,  but  there  ai-e  several 

in  the  County  of  Durham,  provided  by  the  County  Council,  to  which  patients  from  your 
Area  can  be  sent,  who  are  suffering  from  this  disease. 

2.  MATER.NTTY. — A large  ward  provided  by  the  County  Council  in  the  Richard  Murray 

Hospital,  Blackhill,  which  is  situated  in  your  Area,  is  leserved  for  Maternity  cases. 

3.  CHILDREN. — Children  requiring  Hospital  treatment  can  be  sent  to  the  Richard  Murray 

Hospital,  Blackhill,  or  to  the  Cliildren’s  Hospital,  or  E.oyal  Victoria  Infirmary,  Newcastle- 
on-Tyne. 
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4.  FEARER. — The  Villa  Real  Infectious  Hospital  situated  close  to  your  Area  is  available  for 

all  cases  of  Diphtheria,  Scarlet  Fever,  and  Typhoid  cases.  There  is  ample  accommodation 
for  all  cases  that  may  occur.  This  hospital  forms  one  of  the  four  hospitals  under  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  Lanchester  Joint  Hospital  Board,  of  which  your  Council  forms  one  of 
the  constituent  authorities. 

5.  SMALL  POX. — The  H )wden  Bink  Small  Pox  Hospital,  situated  about  four  miles  from 

Blackhill,  is  one  of  the  four  hospitals  mentioned  above.  All  cases  of  Small  Pox  that  may 
occur  in  your  Area  are  sent  to  this  hospital. 

6.  OTHER  HOSPIT.\LS  situated  outside  your  Area,  but  available  for  patients  from  your 

Area  are : — 

(n)  The  Coxsett  Ikon  Co.  Tnfiiimary  supported  wholly  by  the  Company,  and  is  used  only 
for  the  treatment  of  accidents  occurring  in  their  own  works  or  collieries. 

(6)  Laxchester  Uxiox  Hospital. 

(c)  Royal  A^ictoria  Ixfirmary,  Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

(<f)  Richard  AIurray  Hospital,  Blackhill,  in  your  Area,  is  available  for  general  medical 
and  surgical  cases,  in  addition  to  maternity  cases.  15  beds  for  maternity  cases,  and 
about  20  beds  for  other  cases.  A resident  Aledical  Officer  is  in  charge. 

There  are  no  institutions  provided  for  unmarried  mothers,  illegitimate  infants,  and  homeless  children 
in  the  Area. 

AMBULANCE  FACILITIES. — Infectious  cases  are  removed  to  hospital  by  Motor  Ambulances, 
and  one  is  also  available  for  the  removal  of  non-infectious  cases  and  accidents  to  the  hospital.  A special 
Motor  Ambulance  is  reserved  for  Small  Pox  cases. 

CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES. — The  Alaternity  and  Child  AVelfare  Centres,  of 
■which  there  are  two  in  your  Area,  one  situated  in  Blackhill,  and  the  other  in  Shotley  Bridge,  are  doing 
excellent  work.  Financial  assistance  is  received  from  the  Ministry  of  Health  and  the  Durham  County 
Council.  A Doctor  and  trained  Nurse  are  in  regular  attendance  at  both.  One  of  the  greatest  problems 
that  confront  the  young  mother  is  the  proper  feeding  of  her  baby,  and  many  show  great  carelessness  in  this, 
and  in  some  cases  dangerous  ignorance  is  displayed.  The  regular  attendance  at  Infant  AVelfare  Centres 
would  greatly  assist  them  b\^  the  help  and  guidance  they  would  receive.  Experience  has  shown  all  over  the 
Countv  that  the  greatest  reduction  in  Infantile  Alortality  took  place  where  Infant  AVelfare  Centres  were 
established,  followed  up  by  complete  Health  Visiting.  A great  proportion  of  the  deaths  of  infants  is  due  to 
premature  birth,  and  as  this  is  frequently  due  to  maternal  disease,  it  can  only  be  remedied  by  the  early 
supervision  by  Health  A^isitors  of  the  expectant  mother. 

A Tuberculosis  Dispensary  and  a School  Clinic  provided  by  the  County  Council  are  open  weekly  in 
Consett,  and  are  available  for  all  suitable  cases  from  your  Area. 

A Treatment  Centre  for  A’^enereal  Disease  is  held  at  Royal  Victoria  Infirmary,  Newcastle-on-Tyne. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  LOCAL  AUTHORITY. 


Aledical  Officer  of  Health  (part  time). 

Sanitary  Inspector  (part  time). 

Health  A’isitor  appointed  and  paid  by  the  County  Council. 
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PKOFESSIOiSrAL  NURSING  IN  THE  HOiME. — A fully  trained  Nurse  for  the  purpose  of 
visiting  and  nursing  the  sick  poor  in  their  own  homes,  is  provided  by  the  local  Nursing  Association.  It  is 
supported  wholly  by  voluntary  contributions.  No  Infectious  cases  are  visited,  but  all  general  Medical  and 
Surgical  cases  are  attended  to.  No  Nurses  are  necessai-y  for  visiting  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases,  as 
nearly  all  patients  are  removed  to  the  Infectious  Hospital. 

If  an  extensive  epidemic  of  IMeasles  occurred,  nursing  assistance  could  be  obtained. 

Two  qualified  IMidwives  reside  and  practice  in  your  Area. 

ADOPTIVE  ACTS  in  force  in  your  Area: — Public  Health  Amendment  Act,  1890,  (Part  III); 
Infectious  Diseases  Notification  Act.  1889  ; Infectious  Diseases  Prevention  Act,  1890  ; Sections  15  to  25, 
and  27  to  33  inclusive,  comprised  in  Part  II  ; Section  34  to  42,  and  44  to  51  comprised  in  Part  III,  Part  IV, 
Part  V,  and  Part  VI;  Sections  79,  80,  and  81  comprised  in  Part  VII  and  Part  VIII;  and  Section  95 
comprised  in  Part  X of  the  Public  Health  Amendment  Act,  1907  ; and  the  Baths  and  Wash-houses  Acts  in 
1846,  1878,  1882,  and  1899. 

BYE-LAWS. — New  Streets  and  Buildings,  1925  ; Prevention  of  Nuisances,  1904;  Cleansing  of 
Footways,  1904  ; Dairies,  Milkshops,  and  Cowsheds,  1910. 

ROADS. — Two  miles  of  Main  Road  have  been  re-made  in  granite  sets  on  concrete,  with  tar  macadam 
in  middle  of  road.  The  District  roads  and  joint  streets  are  being  made  up  with  tar  macadam — approximately 
a mile  has  been  completed  during  the  year. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

WATER. — The  whole  of  the  District  is  supplied  with  water  from  the  main  of  the  Durham  County 
Water  Buard.  An  etiicieut  supply  is  available  for  all  domestic  and  sanitary  purposes,  and  is  constant  and 
plentiful.  The  water  is  upland,  medium  soft  and  not  liable  to  any  plumbo-sol vent  action.  With  very  few 
exceptions  there  is  a supply  in  every  house  in  your  Area.  No  form  of  contamination  in  any  respect  was 
reported  during  the  year,  and  there  was  an  ab.sence  of  pollution  of  river  and  streams. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWAGE. — Tnere  are  36  houses  and  farm  buildings  in  the  District  for  which 
no  main  sewers  are  available  (all  detached  houses),  and  these  are  drained  to  cesspools  and  then  on  to  the 
land.  The  whole  of  the  remaining  houses  are  connected  up  to  the  main  sewers.  All  the  sewage  is  treated 
at  thf  Council's  Disposal  Works  at  Westwood  Farm,  (which  is  situated  outside  your  Area)  by  sedimentation 
and  filtrati(.>n,  and  is  very  satisfactory,  a good  effluent  being  regularly  obtained.  Sufficient  land  is  available 
for  treating  the  sewage  when  the  filters  for  any  reason  require  repairing  or  cleaning.  The  sti’eet  gullies  are 
regularly  cleaned  out,  and  the  sewers  flushed  when  necessary.  Several  sewers  have  been  re-laid  to  improve 
the  gradient. 

CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION,  1925:— 

M ater-closets.  Ash-closets.  Ashpit  Privies. 

837  467  532 

In  1913  the  numbers  w ere  386  493  771 

During  the  year  1925,  35  privy  middens  and  12  ash-closets  were  converted  to  the  water  carriage 

system. 

Your  Council  put  in  the  necessary  drains  at  their  own  expense,  and  allow  the  sum  of  £'2  for  each 
conversion  to  the  water-carriage  system.  Advantage  of  this  is  being  taken  by  owner-occupiers  generally  and 
manv  more  would  have  been  altered  but  for  the  fact  of  the  vast  amount  of  industrial  depression  and 
unemployment  in  the  area. 
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SCAVENGING. — Your  Area  is  divided  into  four  districts  for  scavenging  purposes.  One  of  the 
districts  is  done  bv  your  own  workmen,  and  the  other  three  are  let  by  contract  each  year.  The  latter  are 
fairly  well  done  by  the  contractors  but  there  is  room  for  improvement.  It  should  be  required  that  all  the 
scareniug  carts  have  proper  covering.  The  district  done  by  your  own  workmen  is  so  satisfactory  that 
arrangements  are  being  made  to  take  over  another  district  in  the  immediate  future.  The  number  of  ashbins 
is  now  496.  The  whole  of  the  refuse  i«  being  dumped  for  filling  up  old  quarries  in  jour  Area. 

The  disposal  of  refuse  will  soon  become  an  urgent  question  with  your  Council,  as  all  the  old  quarries 
used  as  “ tips  ” will  soon  be  filled  up.  The  use  of  quarries  for  this  purpose  frequently  creates  a nuisance,  a.s 
paper  covered  with  excrement,  dust,  etc.,  is  often  blown  about  for  long  distances  and  may  become  a seriou.s 
source  of  infection  and  consequently  spread  diseases.  The  erection  of  a Destructor  for  the  refuse  should  be 
considered  in  conjuction  with  the  neighbouring  Urban  Districts  of  Consett  and  Leadgate.  This  is  the  only 
sanitary  method  of  refuse  disposal  as  the  Destructors  of  the  present  day  are  so  constructed  that  there  is 
neither  smoke,  dust,  or  s.melb 

SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 


■ 

Informal 
Notices 
written  by 
Inspector. 

Formal 
Notices  by 
Order  of 
Local 

Authority. 

Number  of 
Nui.sance.s 
Abated 
after  Notice. 

Dwelling  Houses  and  Seliool.s — 

Foul  Conditions 

7 

0 

7 

Structural  Defects  ... 

4 

1 

9 

4 

Overcrowding 

9 

3 

6 

Cowsheds  ...  ...  . . 

0 

3 

-Ashpits  and  Privies 

0 

' 3 

AA  ater  Clo.sets 

10 

0 

10 

1 

Defective  Yard  Paving 

1 

0 

House  Drainage — 

Defective  Trajjs 

1 

0 

1 

3 

Other  faults 

3 

o 

Water  Supply 

0 

3 

3 

, Animals  improperly  kept 

0 

1 

1 

Other  Nuisances 

0 

10 

10 

Total 

.38 

22 

52 

The  number  of  houses  inspected  on  complaints  from  tet.ants  or  other  sources  was  157,  and  in 
practically  every  case  with  the  exception  of  those  shown  in  above  table  the  faults  were  remedied  without 
anj-  notices  being  served. 

SMOKE  ABATEMENT. — There  have  been  no  complaints  of  smoke  nuisance  during  the  year  and 
no  action  was  necessarv. 


WORKSHOPS.— The  registered  workshops  in  the  District  are  Bakehouses,  1 : Boot  repairers,  4 ; 
Dressmakers.  2;  Joiners  and  Builders,  6 ; Monumental  Masons,  1 ; Motor  Repairers,  2 ; Plumbens,  2 ; 
Painters,  3;  Saddlers,  1 ; Tailors,  1 ; Pickle  inaker,  1. 

INSPECTIONS  OF  FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS.— 

Factory  and  Bakehouse  Inspections,  12.  Notices,  0. 

Workshops  00.  „ 2. 

SCHOOLS.-The  Sanitary  condition  of  the  Schools  of  the  District  is  very  satisfactory  and  the 
Inspector  has  had  no  cause  for  complaint.  All  the  Schools  are  supplied  direct  with  water  from  the  water- 
mains.  No  neces-sity  for  disinfecting  the  Schools  has  arisen  during  the  year. 
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Picvulciice  and  Control  over  Infectious  Disease. 


Notifiable  Diseases  during'  the  year  1925. 


Diseask. 

Total  Cases 
Notified. 

Cases 

Admitted  to 
Hospital. 

Total  Deaths. 

1 Small  Pox 

I 

4 

0 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

77 

74 

0 

Diphtheria 

34 

27 

3 

Chicken  Po.x  ... 

66 

0 

0 

Erysipelas 

15 

0 

0 

Acute  Pneumonia 

37 

4 

15 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

o 

2 

0 

1 Encephalitis 

1 

1 

1 

Puerperal  Fever 

1 

1 

0 

Notifiable  Diseases  in  your  District  during  the  previous  5 years, 


Dise.ase. 

1920 

1921 

1922 

1923 

1924 

Small  Pox 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 Diphtheria 

33 

15 

22 

16 

21 

j Scarlet  Fever 

54 

36 

19 

14 

21 

' Erysipelas 

9 

4 

7 

5 

12 

Acute  Pneumonia 

22 

16 

19 

29 

45 

Opthalniia 

4 

3 

7 

4 

3 

Puerperal  Fever 

0 

0 

1 

■7 

] 

Enteric  Fever  ... 

0 

O 

0 

0 

0 

Table  showing  age  of  occurrence  of  different  Infectious  Diseases  notified  in  1925. 
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SJIALL  POX.-Tour  D.stnot  had  bean  fre.  S„„I1  P„,  1919.  „„til  the  tea, 

and.,- review  when  4 ca»e  were  reported.  The  Oret  caee  oconred  at  18,  Rodger  Street,  on  Ang.  31  and  wao 
followed  by  . more  cases  from  the  same  house  on  Sept.  12.  On  Sept.  16  a woman  residing  at  17,  Benlleldside 

the  bed.,  bedding,  houses,  etc.,  were  tliorooglj.  disinfected.  All  contacts  of  the  cases  that  con  Id  be  traced 

were  vaccinated  or  re-v.cc, noted.  None  of  the  4 patients  had  ever  been  vaccinated.  Fortnnatel,  they  were 
mild  case,*,  and  all  recovered.  No  further  cases  were  reported  during  the  year. 

SCARLET  FEVER.  The  number  of  case,  reported  during  the  year,  namely  77,  was  above  the 

nrevdrt°.7°“V  “'1  rt'"  “““  P”"  T""'  »l'">  ‘I't  <l«ease  was  very 

pieia  ent  Ihronghout  the  County.  Of  the  77  cases,  25  occnred  in  the  Cottage  Homes  belonging  to  the 

Oatesliead  G, medians  wliich  are  situated  iii  your  District  and  3 from  tlie  Richard  Murray  Hospital.  74  ca.ses 
iiieie  sent  to  Hospital.  There  were  no  deaths  from  this  disease. 

The  c tlie  year_27  being  removed  to  Infectious  Ho.sp.tal. 

Tim  cases  were  equally  distributed  throughout  the  year.  A thorough  inspection  is  always  made  in  each  ca.se 

le.  by  your  ba.ntary  Inspector  or  myself  to  di  ,sc  ,ve..  anything  of  an  insanitary  nature  at  tlie  patients 
homes  or  their  surroundings.  There  were  3 deatlis  from  Diphtheria  during  the  year. 

^ >-^POited  during  the  year,  2 of  which  were  sent  to 

Ho.pital  toi  consultation.  All  recovered  with  vision  unimpaired. 


LABORATORY  WORK. 

The  College  of  Medicine,  Newcastle-on-Tyne,  by  arrangement  with  the  Durham  County  Council 
exanime  all  pathological  and  bacteriological  specimens  .sent  by  Medical  Practitioners  free  of  ebarem  This 
privilege  is  freely  taken  advantage  of.  ^ ‘ 

An  adequate  supply  of  Diphtl.eria  Anti-toxin  is  kept  in  stock  at  my  residence  in  Blackhill  and  is 
promptly  used  in  a l cius.s  of  Diphtheria.  No  use  so  far  has  been  made  of  the  Schick  or  Dick  test  in 
Dipntheiia  and  Scarlet  Fever  respectively. 

.All  p,-emic«  are  tborougidy  diciufcct.d  by  f«u,igati„„  afeec  iufecciouc  p.fieut,  are  removed  to 
H»p,tal.  lu  .bmall  Pox  cue,  tl„  be.i,  bed.Jiug,  etc.,  are  dibufected  iu  a etem  dieiufector  at  Leadgate 
ectmue  Hovpital.  TI.ere  are  facd.we,  for  clca, icing  vermiuou,  clotl.ing,  etc.,  by  spraying  witi,  formalin 
e c Du„„g  the  year  over  100  houses  were  disinfected  after  lufectioos  Disease,  and  balding  was  burned  in 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 

w cases  and  mortality  during  1925. 
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Total  Tubercular  Deaths,  10.  Non-notified  Tubercular  Death.s,  1. 
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TUBERCULOSIS.— 28  cases  of  Tuberculosis  were  notided  during  the  year  and  there  were  1 0 deaths 
due  to  tins  cause.  Bacteriological  aids  to  diagnosis  are  carried  out  for  the  County  Council  at  the  College  of 
^ edicme.  ^ewcastle-ou-Tyue,  and  is  largely  made  use  of  by  the  .Medical  Practitioners  in  the  Area,  A local 
uberculosis  Dispensary  is  well  attended  and  Sanitorium  Treatment  is  provided  for  all  suitable  cases  when 
possible  The  notification  of  Tuberculosis  is  promptly  carried  out. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

^ MILK  S^'^PPLY.-The  supply  of  milk  to  the  District  seems  to  be  pure  and  wholesome.  At  the  end 

ot  the  year  there  were  11  registered  cowkeepers  and  13  retailers  of  milk.  All  the  byres  and  dairies  are 
legii  arly  inspected.  There  have  been  n . licenses  issued  in  the  District  for  certified  milk.  Under  the  Milk 
an  Dames  (Consolidation)  Act,  1925,  there  has  been  no  action  found  necessary,  or  under  the  Public  Health 
(Jrreventioii  o±  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  i925. 


Slaughter  Houses  In  1920. 

Registered  y 

Licensed  0 
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Lnder  the  Meat  Regulations,  1924,  the  slaughter  houses  are  attended  for  the  purpose  of  inspecting 
carcases  either  during  slaughter  or  shortly  after,  before  the  offal  is  removed.  The  scattered  position  of  the 
daughter  houses  makes  this  very  difficult  to  do  satisfactorily.  There  is  no  arrangement  for  marking  meat, 
i^uiing  19_o  3 carcases  of  tuberculosis  meat  were  condemned,  weighing  about  180  stones.  Every  facility  is 
given  to  the  Inspector  in  his  inspections. 

There  are  no  offensive  trades,  lodging  house.s,  or  other  underground  sleeping  rooms  in  the  District. 

The  one  bakehouse  is  kept  in  a satisfactory  condition. 


HOUSING. 

As  mentioned  in  my  last  Annual  Report  a large  number  of  the  smaller  type  of  houses  is  still 
urgently  required  in  your  Area-namely,  hou.ses  which  can  be  let  at  a rent  to  meet  the  pockets  of  the 
working  class  population.  Many  house.s  are  totally  unfit  for  human  habitation,  but  you  cannot  demolish 
these  until  you  have  somewhere  to  put  the  people.  A number  of  houses  which  are  defective  can  be  repaired 
and  I would  urge  where  this  is  possible  that  the  work  should  be  pushed  forward.  This  refers  to  the  hou.ses’ 
mentioned  in  my  previous  report  to  you  on  this  matter.  The  two  most  pressing  problems  of  the  present  day 
are  house  shortage  and  overcrowding,  and  working  class  dwellings  are  very  badly  needed.  During  the  year 
the  Consett  Iron  Co.  have  built  101  houses-70  of  these  have  kitchen,  scullery,  and  bath  room  on  ground 
oor  with  3 bed-rooms  upstairs— 31  are  of  the  parlour  type  of  house  with  sitting  room,  kitchen,  and  scullery 
on  ground  floor  and  3 bed-rooms  and  bath-room  upstairs.  Two  houses  of  the  2 bed-room  type  have  been 
built  pnvately.  Of  the  aooie  103  houses,  90  are  already  occupied  and  the  remaining  13  are  ready  for 
occupation.  Your  Council  have  at  present  an  additional  50  houses  under  construction  which  will  all  be 
ready  for  occupation  during  this  year.  These  latter  are  all  of  the  A3  type. 

OTERCROWDIXG.-This  is  very  considerable  in  the  old  two  roomed  houses  and  is  due  in  many 
cases  to  larger  families  being  the  occupiers  who  are  unable  to  obtain  suitable  houses.  Poverty  also  plays  its 
part,  as  owing  to  the  long  continued  unemployment  in  the  district  the  rents  of  the  new  houses  are  too  hi^h 
for  many  of  the  families  to  pay.  If  any  bad  cases  of  overcrowding  are  brought  to  your  notice  the  ConseU 
Iron  Co.,  who  are  the  largest  owners  of  property  in  the  area,  are  asked  to  allow  larger  families  to  have  the 
preference  for  the  larger  houses  as  they  become  vacant. 


During  the  year  9 formal  notices  were  served  and  in  6 cases  the  overcrowding  was  abated, 
the  notices  are  still  pending. 
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FITNESS  OF  HOUSES.— The  general  standard  of  housing  in  what  may  be  described  as  the  upper 
part  of  your  district  is  good,  but  there  are  some  350  houses  in  the  lower  part  where  the  standard  is  bad. 
These  are  mainly  the  old  2 roomed  houses  and  the  chief  defects  found  to  exist  in  these  are  the  kitchen 
which  IS  used  as  a living  room  is  only  about  S feet  high  and  often  unceiled.  Kitchen  floor  often  defectively 
paved  with  flags  and  the  windows  very  small.  The  bed-room  in  many  cases  is  a low  attic  one,  no  fireplace, 
wiUi  sloping  ceiling.  Pantry  accommodation  wanting  or  totally  inadequate.  In  many  cases  a common  yard 
18  frequent,  and  conveniences  common  to  two  houses.  Ash-pit  privies  are  also  far  too  common.  The  walls 
are  damp  and  ventilation  practically  ab.sent. 


ACTION  TAKEN  AS  REGARDS  UNFIT  HOUSES.-Practically  all  the  insanitary  property  in 
your  district  has  been  reported  to  your  Health  Committee  during  the  past  few  years,  either  in  the  special 
report  I made,  or  in  my  monthly  reports.  All  Sanitary  matters  such  as  drainage,  paving  of  yards,  w.c.’s,  etc., 
are  taken  under  the  Public  Health  Amendment  Act,  1 90f . All  other  housing  matters  are  taken  under  the 
Housing  and  Town  Planning  Acts.  Under  the  former  20  notices  were  served  and  under  the  Housing  Acts 
IS  were  served  to  do  general  repairs  and  practically  all  of  these  were  attended  to.  Certain  sections  of  old 
property  were  scheduled  as  being  unfit  for  habitation  and  as  soon  as  practicable  these  should  be  demolished. 


HOUSING  SCHEDULES. 


Number  of  new  liouses  ereebe  1 duriug  tlie  year  : — ■ 

(а)  Total  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  103 

(б)  "With  State  assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts,  1919,  1923,  or  1921  ; 

(i)  By  the  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  ...  nil 

(ii)  By  other  bodies  01- persons  ...  ...  ...  ...  103 

1.  Unfit  dweUituj-honses. 

Inspection — (1)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing  defects  (under 

Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  ...  157 


(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  inspected  and  recorded 

under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of  District)  Regulations,  1910  nil 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so  dangerous  or 

injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  nil 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to  under  the 

preceding  sub  heading)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reason- 
ably fit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  22 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  witho^U  Service  of  formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action 

by  the  Local  Authority  or  their  Officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

A.  — Proceedings  under  section  28  of  the  Housing,  Town  Planning,  (fee.  Act,  1919. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  served 

requiring  repairs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit  ; — 

(ii)  by  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  nil 

(h)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  ...  nil 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  wliich  Closing  Orders  became 

operative  in  pursuance  of  declarations  by  owners  of  intention  to  close  nil 

B.  — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  served 

requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  ...  ...  ...  26 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  : — 

(a)  by  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  ...  1 

C.  — Proceedings  under  sections  17  and  18  of  the  Housing,  Town  Planning,  (fee.  Act, 

1909. 

(1)  Number  of  representations  made  with  a view  to  the  making  of  Closing 


Orders  ...  ...  . ...  ...  ...  nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  nil 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 

determined,  the  dwelling-houses  having  been  rendered  fit  ...  nil 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition  Orders  were 

made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  nil 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  nil 

I am,  Gentlemen, 


Your  obedient  Servant, 

JOHN  MURRAY,  M.B.,  B.Ch., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


The  Hawthorns,  Blackhill, 
March,  1926. 


ASDEEW  S.  COATES,  PRINTER,  CONSETT. 


